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DESCRIPTION 



CONTAINER WITH LID 



Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a container with a lid 
arranged such that an open/close type lid disposed on the top 
surface and the like of a container main body is opened by 
depressing an operation member. 

Background Art 

There is known a push-once-type container with a lid as 
a container for wet tissues packed in a bag (refer to , for example , 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 9-59725) . The 
container has an operation member, which is attached to a 
container main body and depressed thereinto, and the lid, which 
closes a wet tissue take-out port, is restrained at a close 
position by meshing the operation member with the lid and opened 
by being released from the operation member meshed therewith. 
Further , there is known a container with a lid having an operation 
member molded together with a container main body, in which the 
container has a locking mechanism assembled therewith that makes 
it impossible to depress the operation member in order to prevent 
the lid f rombeingopenedby amisoperation (referto, forexample, 
JP-A 2001-146247) . Further, there is known a container with 
a lid having an operation member molded together with a container 
main body, in which the operation member is provided with a push 
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member that pushes the lid upward from the lower surface side 
thereof as the operation member is depressed (refer to, for 
example, JP-A 2000-25805) . 

The locking mechanism disclosed in JP-A 2001-146247 is 
a slider as a locking member that is made as a part other than 
the operation member to be depressed. The slider is attached 
to the container main body and engaged with and disengaged from 
the operation member to thereby selectively lock and unlock the 
operation member. However, since the slider does not directly 
act on the lid, there is a possibility that the lid is opened 
because the lid meshed with the operation member is released 
therefrom depending on the degree of elastic deformation of the 
operation member. Further, when the operation member is 
provided with the container main body as a different part, the. 
operation member and the locking member must be separately 
assembled to the container main body , which makes it troublesome 
to assemble the container. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a container with a lid which can securely prevent the 
lid from being opened by a misoperation and in which an operation 
member and a locking member can be easily attached to a container 
main body. 

A container with a lid of the present invention, which 
includes a container main body having a take-out port for a content , 
a lid attached to the container main body so as to open and close 
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the take-out port, a lid urging device interposed between the 
container main body and the lid for urging the lid in an opening 
direction, and an operation member attached to the container 
main body in the state that the operation member can be operated 
between a close position at which it is meshed with the lid and 
keeps the lid in a closed state against the lid urging device 
and an open position at which the operation member is released 
from the lid meshed therewith, solves the above problems by a 
locking member attached to the operation member, the locking 
member being movable between a locking position, at which the 
locking member is meshed with the lid that is in the closed state 
as well as is abutted against a locking surface of the container 
main body as to an operating direction of the operation member 
to thereby make it impossible for the operation member to be 
operated from the close position to the open position, and a 
release position, at which the locking member is separated from 
the lid that is in the closed state and from the locking surface 
of the container main body, respectively and permits the 
operation member to be operated from the close position to the 
open position. 

According to the present invention, moving the locking 
member to the locking position makes it impossible for the 
operation member to be operated to the open position, by which 
the lid can be prevented from being unintentionally opened. 
Since the locking member is meshed with the lid at the locking 
position, an effect of preventing the opening of the lid can 
be enhanced in comparison with the case that the locking member 
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merely restrains the operation member . Since the lockingmember 
is attached to the operation member, the operation member can 
be assembled to the locking member before they are attached to 
the container main body, by which a trouble can be reduced, when 
they are attached to the container main body. 

In a container with a lid of the present invention, an 
operation surface, which is exposed to an outside surface side 
of the container main body , may be formed to the operation member , 
and the locking member may be disposed so as to be movable between 
the locking position and the release position on a back surface 
side of the operation surface. In this case, it is possible 
to conceal the locking member behind the operation surface so - 
that it is indistinctive. Since the operation surface can be 
sufficiently exposed to the outside surface side of the container , 
the operability thereof is not degraded. 

The operation member may be disposed so as to move from 
the close position to the open position by depressing the 
operation surface, and the locking member may be disposed so 
as to move between the locking position and the release position 
in the state that it is supported by the operation member as 
to the direction in which the operation surface is depressed. 
In this case, the operation member and the locking member can 
be displaced (moved) together as to a direction in the operation 
member is depressed . Accordingly, the operation member can also 
be depressed to the open position through the locking member. 

Aguide surface, which is in contact with the lockingmember, 
may be formed on the back surface side of the operation member 
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as well as a springportion , which protrudes from the guide surface 
and urges the operation member to the close position , is disposed 
to the back surface side thereof, and the locking member may 
be supported so as to be slidable between the locking position 
and the release position while being in contact with the guide 
surface by being inserted into a groove formed in the spring 
portion. When a groove portion is formed in a part of the spring 
portion disposed on the back surface side of the operation member 
and the locking member is inserted into the groove portion, the 
lockingmember is held so as to be slidable along the guide surface 
on the back surface side with respect to the operation surface. 

An extraction prevention device may be disposed to prevent 
the locking member from being extracted from the groove portion 
of the operation member. The extraction prevention device can 
prevent the locking member from being dropped off by a 
misoperation . 

A shaft portion , which is divided by a slit, may be disposed 
on the back surface side of the operation member , a groove portion , 
which is engaged with the shaft portion, may be formed to the 
locking member so as to open in the direction in which the locking 
member is inserted into the groove portion of the operation member , 
and a pawl portion as the extraction prevention device, which 
reduces the width of the groove, may be disposed in the groove. 
According to this mode, when the lockingmember is inserted into 
the groove of the operation member, the shaft portion is 
elastically deformed in . a diameter reducing direction by 
narrowingthe slit of the shaft portionby causing the pawl portion 
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on the locking member side to come into contact with the shaft 
portion , and after the operation member gets over the pawl portion , 
the shaft portion can be returned to its original diameter by 
an elastically restoring force. To extract the locking member 
from the operation member , the shaft portion must be elastically 
deformed so that the slit is narrowed, thereby the shaft portion 
is appropriately prevented from being extracted. 

The groove portion of the locking member may be partitioned 
by the pawl portion to a first holding portion, to which the 
shaft portion is fitted when the locking member is located af 
the release position, and a second holding portion to which the 
shaft portion is fitted when the locking member is located at 
the locking position. In this case, the locking member can be 
held at the release position or the locking position with an 
appropriate force depending on whether the shaft portion is 
engaged with the first holding portion or with the second holding 
portion . 

A stepped portion may be disposed on the back surface side 
of the operation member, and a protruding stopper as the 
extraction prevention device may be disposed on the surface of 
the locking member confronting the operation member , the stopper 
may be capable of being engaged with the stepped portion as to 
the direction in which the locking member is extracted from the 
groove portion of the operation member as well as extending in 
a wedge state as to the direction in which the locking member 
is inserted into the groove portion of the operation member. 
According to this mode, when the locking member is inserted into 
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the groove portion of the operation member, the groove portion 
of the operation member is gradually enlarged by the wedge-shaped 
stopper, thereby the stopper can be passed through the groove 
portion. Thereafter, when the locking member is moved in a 
direction in which it is extracted from the operation member, 
the stopper is engaged with the stepped portion, thereby the 
extraction of the locking member can be prevented. 

A pawl portion as the extraction prevention device may 
be disposed to the locking member, the pawl portion more 
protruding laterally with respect to the extracting direction 
in which the locking member is extracted from the groove portion 
of the operation member as it more advances in the extracting 
direction. According to this mode, when the locking member is 
inserted into the groove portion of the operation member, the 
lock member passes through the groove portion because the pawl 
portion is elastically deformed inward. Thereafter, when the 
locking member is moved in the direction in which it is extracted 
from the operation member , the locking member cannot pas s through 
the groove portion of the operation member because pawl portion 
is elastically deformed outward. 

A finger-placing portion may be disposed to the locking 
member, the finger-placing portion being located at the end of 
the operation member in the extracting direction thereof with 
respect to the groove portion and protruding from the operation 
surface of the operation member. When the finger-placing 
portion is disposed as described above, the locking member can 
be easily operated from the outside surface side of the container . 
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Further, when the finger-placing portion protrudes beyond the 
outside surface of the container main body, the locking member 
can be more easily operated. When the locking member is moved 
from the locking position to the release position, the locking 
member is away from the lid, and the finger-placing portion is 
more largely drawn out from the operation member . Accordingly, 
the lid can be opened with a small force by reducing the depressing 
force of the operationmember by the action of a lever by depressing 
the finger-placing portion. 

The container main body may be formed in a constricted 
shape in which the central portion thereof is constricted when 
it is viewed from the take-out port side , and the operation member 
may be disposed in the constricted portion. The container main 
body can be easily grasped by providing it with the constricted 
shape. Further, when the container is packaged by a shrink film 
that wraps the container main body around the outside periphery 
thereof so as to include the constricted portion, the film is 
risen from the container main body in the constricted portion, 
thereby the operation member and the locking member disposed 
inside of the film is away from the film so that the film can 
be prevented from being damaged by being rubbed . When the locking 
member is held at the locking position , even if the finger-placing 
portion of the locking member and the operation member are 
depressed by the film, there is not a possibility that the 
operation member is moved to the open position. In particular, 
when the spring portion is disposed on the back surface side 
of the operation member, the operation member is prevented from 



8 



EV718139211US 



moving to the open position in the packaged state, thereby the • 
spring performance can be prevented from being deteriorated by 
the setting thereof. 

A leg portion , which is abutted against the locking surface 
of the container main body at the locking position , maybe disposed 
on the back surface side of the locking member. It is made 
impossible for the operation member to be depressed when the 
locking member is located at the locking position by causing 
the leg portion to come into contact with the locking surface. 

A locking concave portion may be disposed to the front 
edge of the lid that confronts the operation member when the 
lid is in the closed state, and a locking portion may be disposed 
to the locking member, the locking portion being inserted into 
the locking concave portion when the lid is closed and the locking 
member is moved to the locking position and removed from the 
locking concave portion when the locking member is moved to the 
release position. When the locking portion is inserted into 
the locking concave portion of the lid in association with the 
movement of the locking member to the locking position, the 
locking member can securely prevent the lid from being opened. 
Even if the lid and the operation member are elastically deformed, 
the lid can be kept in a closed state by securing a sufficient 
amount of insertion. 

A push-up member may be disposed to the operation member • 
or the locking member, the push-up member coming into contact 
with the lid and pushing up the lid in a direction where it is 
opened when the operation member is operated from the close 
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position to the open position. According to this mode, even 
if a resistance is increasedbecause the content is caught between 
the lid and the container main body, the lid can be securely 
opened by pushing it upward. 

A strap attachment portion , to which a strap can be attached , 
may be disposed to the container main body. The container main 
body can be kept in a mode in which it is hung on a wall and 
the like by attaching the strap thereto, in addition to the mode 
in which the container main body is placed on a horizontal surface . 

Any one of the operation member and the locking member 
may contain a luminous material. When these members contain 
the luminous material, an operating portion for opening the lid 
emits light in a dark place, so that a user is allowed to open 
the lid easily. Further, since the sizes and the volumes of 
the operation member and the locking member are smaller than 
those of the container main body, even if the light emitting 
material is mixed therewith, it is mixed in a small amount, which 
is advantageous in cost. 

In another container with a lid of the present invention 
including a container main body having a take-out port for a 
content, a lid attached to the container main body so as to open 
and close the take-out port, a lid urging device interposed 
between the container main body and the lid for urging the lid 
in an opening direction, and an operation member attached to 
the container main body in the state that the operation member 
can be operated between a close position at which it is meshed 
with the lid and keeps the lid in a closed state against the 
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lid urging device and an open position at which the operation 
member is released from the lid meshed therewith, the container 
main body may be formed in a shape in which the central portion 
thereof is constricted when it is viewed from the take-out port 
side , and the operation member may be disposed in the constricted 
portion . 

Further, in still another container with a lid of the 
present invention including a container main body having a 
take-out port for a content, a lid attached to the container 
main body so as to open and close the take-out port, a lid urging 
device interposed between the container main body and the lid 
for urging the lid in an opening direction, and an operation 
member attached to the container main body in the state that 
the operation member can be operated between a close position 
at which it is meshed with the lid and keeps the lid in a closed 
state against the lid urging device and an open position at which 
the operation member is released from the lid meshed therewith, 
the container main body may include a strap attachment portion 
to which a strap can be attached. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1A is a perspective view showing the external 
appearance of a container according to an embodiment of the 
present invention in the state that an upper lid is closed; FIG. 
IB is a perspective view showing the external appearance of the 
container according to the embodiment of the present invention 
in the state that the upper lid is opened; 
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FIG. 2 is a plan view of the container with the lid; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the container with the lid; 
FIG. 4 is a right side view of the container with the lid; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view when the upper lid is opened; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along the line VI-VI of 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line VII-VII 
of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken along the line VIII-VIII 
of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged view of a IX portion of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 10 is an enlarged view of a X portion of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 11 is a plan view of a push button; 

FIG. 12 is a front elevational view of the push button; 

FIG. 13 is a bottom view of the push button; 

FIG. 14 is a plan view of a lock; 

FIG. 15A is a sectional view of the lock in a front to 
back direction ; FIG . 15B is a partly enlarged view of the sectional 
view of FIG. ISA; 

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the state that the lock 
is attached to the pushbutton when it is observed from an obliquely 
lower direction; and 

FIG. 17 is a sectional view of a package of wet tissues 
accommodated in the container with the lid. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

FIGS . 1A and IB are perspective views showing the external 
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appearance of a container according to an embodiment of the 
present invention, wherein FIG. 1A shows the state that an upper 
lid is closed, and FIG. IB shows the state that the upper lid 
is opened, respectively. Further, FIG. 2 is a plan view, FIG. 
3 is a bottom view, FIG. 4 is a right side view, FIG. 5 is a 
plan view when the upper lid is opened, FIG. 6 is a sectional 
view taken along the line VI-VI of FIG. 2, FIG. 7 is a sectional 
view taken along the line VII-VII of FIG. 2, and FIG. 8 is a 
sectional view taken along the line VIII-VIII of FIG. 5. 

As shown in these figures , a container with a lid 1 includes 
a container main body 2, a bottom lid 3 for closing the opening 
of the container main body 2 on the bottom surface side thereof, 
an upper lid 4 disposed on the top surface 2a side (upper surface 
side in FIGS. 1A and IB) of the container main body 2, a push 
button 6 as an operation member that is operated to open the 
upper lid 4, and a lock 7 as a locking member for restraining 
the push button 6. The container main body 2, the bottom lid 
3, the upper lid 4, the push button 6, and the lock 7 are 
resin-molded products. When the bottom lid 3 is taken out from 
the container main body 2, the bottom surface of the container 
main body 2 is substantially entirely opened, and a package of 
wet tissues can be loaded to the inside of the container main 
body 2 from the opening. 

The package will be explained here. As shown in FIG. 17, 
the package 100 is arranged such that a multiplicity of wet tissues 
102, . . . , 102 as a content are folded and accommodated in a bag 
101 having a seal property so that each predetermined number 
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(for example , each one) of the wet tissues 102 can be successively 
taken out from an opening 103. The opening 103 is closed by 
a seal 104 which is exfoliated when the package 100 is used (that 
is, it is accommodated in the container 1). 

As apparent from FIG. IB, a take-out port 10 is formed 
on the upper portion of the container main body 2. Each 
predetermined number of the wet tissues 102 , which are 
accommodated in the package 100 in the container 1, can be drawn 
out from the take-out port 10 . As known well , the take-out port 
10 is provided with flaps 11 that hold the end of a next wet 
tissue 102 to be pulled up when wet tissues 102 are taken out. 
The shape of the flaps 11 is not limited to the illustrated one 
and may be variously modified. When the opening 103 of the 
package 100 is provided with the same function as that of the 
flaps 11 , the flaps 11 may be omitted. 

Next, the characteristics of the external appearance of 
the container 1 will be explained. As apparent from FIGS. 2 
and 3 , the container main body 2 is formed in such a shape that 
it is more constricted at the centers thereof than both the ends 
thereof in a right to left direction when it is viewed in an 
up and down direction, and the bottom lid 3 is also formed in 
a shape that is constricted at the centers thereof following 
the container main body 2. The push button 6 is disposed at 
a constricted portion . Provision of the constricted shape with 
the container 1 is advantageous in that the container 1 can be 
easily gripped at the central portion thereof. Stack lines 13 
are formed around the outside periphery of the container main 
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body 2. The stack lines 13 are formed by protruding the lower 
portions of the side surfaces 2b to 2e of the container main 
body 2 externally by a predetermined amount. When a plurality 
of container main bodies 2 are stacked vertically, the stack 
lines 13 are engaged with the lower end of a container main body 
2 located on an upper side and cause an appropriate gap between 
container main bodies 2. 

As apparent from FIGS. 1A and IB, a ring portion 14 as 
a strap attachment portion is disposed on the right side surface 
2d of the container main body 2. A strap 110 can be knotted 
to the ring portion 14. The container 1 can be hung down from 
a hook or the like through the strap 110 attached to the ring 
portion 14. When, for example, the wet tissues 102 are used 
to an infant, the container 1 can be kept by being hung down 
from a baby crib. Note that the ring portion 14 is not shown 
in FIG. 2 and the figures subsequent to FIG. 2. The position 
where the ring port ion 14 is disposed is not limited to the position 
shown in FIGS . 1A and IB , and it may be disposed at any appropriate 
position . 

Next, the arrangements of the portions relating to the 
upper lid 4 and to theopeningandclosing thereof will be explained 
The upper lid 4 is disposed so as to open and close the take-out 
port 10 by turnably engaging turning shafts 4c (refer to FIG. 
9) disposed at both the ends of the rear end 4b thereof with 
the container main body 2. The upper surface 4a of the upper 
lid 4 is swelled out so that the top surface 2a of the container 
main body 2 and the upper surface 4a of the upper lid 4 draw 
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a continuing curve together when the upper lid 4 is closed (refer 
to FIG. 4) . As shown in FIGS. IB, 6 and 8, a plate spring 5 
as a lid urging device is interposed between the container main 
body 2 and the upper lid 4 to urge the upper lid 4 in an opening 
direction. The plate spring 5 is preferably composed of an 
elastic member of natural rubber , synthetic rubber , and the like. 
However, the container of the present invention is not limited 
to the one in which the plate spring 5 is composed of the above 
material. For example, the plate spring 5 may be formed using 
spring steel and the like in place of the rubber material. The 
lid urging device is not limited to a device formed in a 
plate-shaped . 

As shown in FIG. 9 in detail, an end of the plate spring 
5 is fixed to a plate spring mounting hole 2f of the container 
main body 2, and the other end thereof is attached to a spring 
attachment shaft 4d of the upper lid 4 through a cap 15. In 
the closed state of the upper lid 4, the plate spring 5 is 
accommodated in a spring accommodation groove 2g of a container 
main body 2 by being bent so as to draw a loop. When the upper 
lid 4 is opened, the plate spring 5 extends, thereby the upper 
lid 4 held in an approximately upright state by the elastically 
restoring force of the plate spring 5 (refer to FIG. 8) . 

A first concave portion (top surface side concave portion) 
21 is formed on the top surface 2a of the container main body 
2 in conformity with the shape of the outside periphery of the 
upper lid 4, and a second concave portion 22 is disposed in the 
first concave portion 21 at a position one step lower than it. 
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The take-out port 10 and the flaps 1 described above are formed 
on a bottom plate 22a of the second concave portion 22 . As shown 
in FIG. IB, an elliptic- or oval-shaped close rib 4f is formed 
on the back surface 4e of the upper lid 4 in correspondence to 
the second concave portion 22. When the upper lid 4 is closed, 
the close rib 4f enters just inside of the side wall 22b of the 
second concave portion 22 , thereby the periphery of the take-out 
port 10 is surrounded by the close rib 4f and the side wall 22b 
doubly. Accordingly, a practically sufficient sealing 
performance can be secured around the take-out port 10 of the 
container 1 . 

As shown in FIGS. IB and 5, a pawl portion 4h is formed 
to the upper lid 4 at the center of the front end thereof to 
keep the upper lid 4 in a closed state. Further, a lock hole 
4j as a locking concave portion is formed just below the pawl 
portion 4h of the upper lid 4. Note that the lock hole 4j may 
be formed as a hole whose one end is closed. Further, cutouts 
4k are formed on both the sides of the pawl portion 4h. The 
pawl portion 4h, the lock hole 4j and the cutouts 4k are disposed 
in correspondence to the push button 6 and the lock 7 . The push 
button 6 and the lock 7 will be explained below. 

FIGS. 11 to 13 show the push button 6 in detail, wherein 
FIG. 11 is a plan view, FIG. 12 is a front elevational view, 
and FIG. 13 is a bottom view. As shown in these figures, the 
push button 6 includes a plate-shaped main body 30 having an 
operation surface 30a, support shafts 31 protruding from both 
the sides of the main body 30, a spring portion 32 protruding 
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from a guide surface 30b on the back side of the main body 30 
in a bow-shape , a pawl portion 33 disposed to the main body 30 
at the center of the rear edge portion 30c thereof, push-up 
portions 34 disposed on both the sides of the pawl portion 33, 
a shaft portion 35 interposed between the pawl portion 33 and 
the spring portion 32 , and a pair of reinforcing ribs 36 extending 
from the guide surface 30b. A groove portion 37, into which 
the lock 7 is inserted, is formed to the joint portion (base 
end portion) of the spring portion 32 where the spring portion 
32 is joined to the guide surface 30b. Further, the shaft portion 
35 is divided into two portions by a slit 35a extending in the 
inserting direction of the lock 7. Further, a stepped portion 
38 is formed at an end (end in the direction where the lock 7 
is inserted) of the guide surface 30b of the main body 30 (refer 
to FIG. 10) . 

In contrast , as shown in FIGS . 14 and 15A, the lock 7 includes 
a plate-shaped main body 40 and a finger-placing portion 41 
disposed at the front end of the main body 40. The thickness 
t of the main body 40 is maximized in the range in which main 
body 40 can pass through the groove portion 37 of the push button 
6. A groove portion 42 is disposed to the main body 40 at the 
center of the rear end thereof. The groove portion 42 opens 
in the direction where the lock 7 is inserted into the push button 
6 (the direction of an arrow A of FIGS . 10 and 16) so as to receive 
the shaft portion 35 of the push button 6. Pairs of right and 
left pawl portions 43a and 43b are formed at the inlet portion 
and the intermediate portion of the groove portion 42, 
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respectively so that the width of the groove portion 42 is reduced 
thereby. The inside of the groove portion 42 is separated into 
a first holding portion 42a and a second holding portion 42b 
by these pawl portions 43a and 43b. 

Lock portions 44 are formed on both the sides of the inlet 
of the groove portion 42. Further, a pair of stoppers 45 are 
formed on the upper surface 40a of the main body 40, and a pair 
of leg portions 46 are formed on the lower surface 40b thereof. 
The amount of protrusion of the leg portions 46 from the lower 
surface 40b is approximately the same as the amount of protrusion 
of the finger-placing portion 41 from the lower surface 40b. 
As shown in FIG. 15B, each of the stoppers 45 has a wedge surface 
45a , which extends while drawing a downward inclination toward 
the lock portions 44, an apex surface 45b, and a locking surface 
45c that is approximately orthogonal to the apex surface 45b. 

As shown in FIG. 16, the lock 7 is attached to the push 
button 6 in such a state that it comes into approximately intimate 
contact with the guide surface 30b of the push button 6 by 
depressing the main body 40 of the lock 7 into the groove portion 
37 of the push button 6 from the lock portions 44 side as well 
as inserting the shaft portion 35 of the push button 6 into the 
groove portion 42 of the lock 7. When the lock 7 is attached 
to the push button 6, the shaft portion 35 of the push button 
6 gets over the pawl portions 43a formed on the groove portion 
42 of the lock 7 and engaged with the first holding portion 42a. . 
When the stoppers 45 passe through the groove portion 37, the 
groove portion 37 is gradually enlarged along the wedge surfaces 
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45a , and when the stoppers 45 get over the stepped portion 38, 
the groove portion 37 returns to its original width. With the 
above operation, the lock 7 is prevented from being extracted 
from the push button 6 . 

When the lock 7 is further depressed in the inserting 
direction in the state that the shaft portion 35 is engaged with 
the first holding portion 42a , the shaft portion 35 gets over 
the pawl portions 43b of the lock 7 and is engaged with the second 
holding portion 42b. As described above, the lock 7 can slide 
along the guide surface 30b of the push button 6 between a release 
position (position shown by a solid line in FIG. 16) , at which 
the first holding portion 42a is engaged with the shaft portion 
35, and a locking position (position shown by a solid line in 
FIG. 10) , at which the second holding portion 42b is engaged 
with the shaft portion 35. 

Although the push button 6 and the lock 7 can be composed 
of the resin molded products as described above, a luminous 
material may be mixed with the material of any one of them so 
that the location of the container 1 can be found in a dark place . 
When the pushbutton 6 and lock 7 emit light, the operating portion 
of the container 1 can be easily discriminated even in the dark 
place. Since the size and the volume of the push button 6 and 
the lock 7 are smaller than those of the container main body 
2 and the upper lid 4, the amount of the luminous material to 
be mixed is small, by which an increase in cost resulting from 
mixing of the luminous material can be minimized. 

The push button 6 and the lock 7 arranged as described 
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above are attached to the container main body 2 in the state 
that they can be turned about the support shafts 31 by, first, 
attaching the lock 7 to the push button 6 and then engaging the 
support shafts 31 of the push button 6 with non-illustrated 
bearing portions opened to a button attachment groove 25 of the 
container main body 2 (refer to FIGS. IB and 10) . 

Next, the operations of the push button 6 and the lock 
7 will be explained. As apparent from FIG. 10, in the state 
that the push button 6 is attached to the button attachment groove 
25, the spring portion 32 comes into contact with the bottom 
surface 25a of the button attachment groove 25, and the push 
button 6 is turned and urged clockwise in FIG . 10 about the support 
shafts 31 by the repulsive force (restoring force to elastic 
deformation) of the spring portion 32. Accordingly, when the 
upper lid 4 is closed, it is kept in a closed state by that the 
pawl portion 33 of the push button 6 is meshed with the pawl 
portion 4h of the upper lid 4 by the force of the spring portion 
32 of the push button 6. The position of the push button 6 at 
the time corresponds to a close position. 

When the lock 7 is depressed to the locking position in 
the state that the upper lid 4 is closed, the leg portions 46 
of the lock 7 are abutted against the locking surface 25b of 
the button attachment groove 25 (FIG. 10) . Accordingly, since 
it becomes impossible to depress the operation surface 30a of 
the push button 6 , the pawl portion 33 meshed with the pawl portion 
4h cannot be released therefrom. Moreover, at the locking 
position, the lock portions 44 of the lock 7 protrude from the 
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push button 6 and are engaged with the lock hole 4j of the upper 
lid 4. Since the lock portions 44 are engaged with the lock 
hole 4j in a sufficiently large amount of depth in comparison 
with the amount of mesh of the pawl portion 33 with the pawl 
portion 4h, even if the push button 6 or the upper lid 4 is 
elastically deformed in such a degree as to release the pawl 
portion 33 from the pawl portion 4h , the upper lid 4 can be securely 
restrained at the close position by the lock 7 . 

In contrast, when the lock 7 is drawn out from the push 
button 6 in an extracting direction (the direction of an arrow 
B of FIGS. 10 and 16) and moved to the release position, the 
lock portions 44 are extracted from the lock hole 4j as well 
as the leg portions 46 are away from the locking surface 25b. 
With the above operation , the upper lid 4 can be opened by releasing 
the pawl portion 33 and the pawl portion 4h from each other by 
depressing the operation surface 30a of the push button 6 (this 
state corresponds to the open position of the push button 6) . 
Since the push-up portions 34 of the push button 6 are fitted 
with the cutouts 4k of the upper lid 4, and when the operation 
surface 30aof the push button 6 is depressed, the push-up portions 
34 lift the upper lid 4. Therefore, even if a relatively large 
resistance acts when the upper lid 4 is opened because a wet 
tissue 102 is caught between the close rib 4f of the upper lid 
4 and the side wall 22b of the second concave portion 22, the 
upper lid 4 can be securely opened. 

Note that, as shown by an imaginary line in FIG. 10, when 
the lock 7 is drawn out from the pushbutton 6 , the locking surfaces 
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45c of the stoppers 45 come into contact with the stepped portion 
38 of the guide surface 30b of the push button 6, thereby the 
lock 7 is prevented from being extracted . As shown by an imaginary 
line in FIG. 14, to more securely prevent the extraction of the 
lock 7, a pawl portion 47, which obliquely protrudes in the 
drawing-out direction of the lock 7 , and a concave portion 48 
for receiving the pawl portion 47 may be formed to at least one 
of the side edges of the main body 40 of the lock 7 so that the 
pawl portion 47 is elastically deformed in the concave portion 
48 when the lock 7 is inserted into the groove portion 37 and 
the pawl portion 47 is opened by the restoring force thereof 
after the lock 7 has passed through the groove portion 37. 

Since the finger-placing portion 41 of the lock 7 protrudes 
from the operation surface 30a, the finger-placing portion 41 
can be operated with a finger put thereon not only when the lock 
7 is slid between the locking position and the release position 
but also when the upper lid 4 is opened by depressing the push 
button 6. When the upper lid 4 is opened, the lock 7 is drawn 
out to the release position and the distance from the support 
shafts 31 to the finger-placing portion 41 is increased, thereby 
an operation force for opening the upper lid 4 is reduced by 
the action of a lever. 

The lock 7 is restrained (supported) by the push button 
6 as to the depressing direction of the push button 6 by the 
main body 40 of the lock 7 that is inserted into the groove portion 
37 of the push button 6. Thus, even if only the finger-placing 
portion 41 is depressed, the lock 7 and the push button 6 are 
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turned together about the support shafts 31 without being away 
from each other, thereby the upper lid 4 can be securely opened. 

In the container 1 with the lid described above, as shown 
in FIGS. 4 and 10, the upper end of the finger-placing portion 
41 protrudes from the outside surface (top surface 2a) of the 
container main body 2. When the container 1 is shipped as a 
product with the package 100 accommodated in the container main 
body 2 , a shrink f ilm may be wrapped around the constricted central 
portion of the container 1. The shrink film is wrapped around 
the outside surface of the container 1 relatively tightly making 
use of thermal shrinkage. Thus, if the lock 7 is omitted and 
a part of the push button 6 is caused to protrude from the outside 
surface of the container main body 2, the protruding portion 
of the push button 6 is depressed by the shrink film, and the 
push button 6 is restrained in the state that the spring portion 
32 is somewhat bent. When this state is continued for a long 
time, the spring performance of the spring portion 32 is 
deteriorated, so that the push button 6 may be moved even by 
a minute shock after the shrink film is removed, thereby the 
upper lid 4 may be unintentionally opened. According to the 
container 1 of the embodiment, since the lock 7 is depressed 
to the locking position and the push button 6 is kept at the 
close position at which the pawl portion 33 is meshed with the 
pawl portion 4h, the push button 6 is not pushed even if the 
shrink film is wrapped. Accordingly, there is not a possibility 
that the spring performance of the spring portion 32 is 
deteriorated . 
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Further, since the container main body 2 and the bottom 
lid 3 are formed in the constricted shape, if the width of the 
shrink film is so large that the shrink film reaches the swelled 
portion of the container main body 2, the film may be risen from 
the container main body 2 on the front and rear side surfaces 
2b and 2c of the container main body 2, and the push button 6 
and the lock 7 may be away from the inside of the shrink film. 
In this case, the push button 6 and the lock 7 are prevented 
from being damaged by being rubbed against the shrink film at 
the portion thereof in contact with the film. 

• The constricted shape of the container main body 2 and 
the ring portion 14 disclosed in the embodiment described above 
can be also applied to a container with a lid in which the lock 
7 is omitted. The push-up portions 34 may be disposed to the 
lock 7 in place of the operation member. The shape of the spring 
portion 32 is not limited to the bow shape and may be formed 
in a cantilever state. The shapes of the push button 6 and the 
lock 7 may be appropriately modified according to the shape of 
the container main body 2 and the like. The push button 6 and 
the lock 7 may be disposed so as to be back away into the button 
attachment groove 25 in their entireties beyond the outside 
surface (top surface 2a and side surface 2b) of the container 
main body 2 . 

In the above embodiment, the terms of the top surface, 
the bottom surface, the side surfaces, and the upper lid only 
specifies the positions of the respective portions relatively 
on the basis that the container is disposed with the take-out 
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port facing upward, and when the container is actually used, 
the positions of the respective portions are not limited by these 
terms. For example, the container with the lid of the present 
invention may be used in the state that the take-out port faces 
laterally . 

The present invention is by no means limited to the above 
embodiment and may be embodied in various modes. For example, 
the content is not limited to the wet tissues. The container 
with the lid of the present invention is not limited to the 
arrangement that the content is loaded and unloaded by detaching 
the bottom lid, and the content may be loaded, unloaded, and 
replaced by any appropriate mode. 

As described above, according to the present invention, 
moving the locking member to the locking position makes it 
impossible to operate the operation member to the open position, 
and furthermore the locking member is meshed with the lid at 
the locking position, thereby the lid can be securely prevented 
from being unintentionally opened by a misoperation and the like . 
Since the locking member is attached to the operation member, 
the operation member can be assembled to the lockingmember before 
they are attached to the container main body, which reduces a 
trouble when they are attached to the container main body . Thus , 
the operation member and the locking member can be easily attached 
to the container main body. 

Further, when container main body is formed in the shape 
constricted at the central portion thereof when it is viewed 
from the take-out port side , the container can be easily gripped. 
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In addition to the above, when the film is wrapped around the 
outside periphery of the container, the container can be 
prevented from being damaged by being rubbed with the film by 
raising the film from the operation member and the like at the 
constricted portion. Further, when the strap attachment 
portion is provided, the container with the lid can be kept by 
being hung down. 
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